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Overview

Part I: Educating Global Citizens for a Changing World
Part II: Future-Ready Leadership: Integrating AI and the SDGs in Schools

Learning Goals: 
• Strengthened understanding of global citizenship in the age of AI: Participants will deepen 

their understanding of how Education for Sustainable Development prepares students to act 
as responsible global citizens in a world shaped by AI.

• Clarity on future-ready skills needed for sustainable and ethical futures: Participants will 
identify key competencies—such as critical thinking, ethical reasoning, collaboration, and AI 
literacy—that enable students to engage thoughtfully with AI and the SDGs.

• Enhanced capacity to integrate AI and SDGs into school practice through peer learning: 
Participants will exchange examples from their schools and identify practical ways to embed. 



Word Cloud

How can we ensure students are 
future-ready? What skills are 
necessary for them to become 
global citizens?

Hoover your phone over the QR code

Go to www.menti.com/alt37vdsozp5

Go to www.menti.com and put 8564 3321

Cloud

https://www.menti.com/alr1ao5qdgsy


Word Cloud Answers



TURN-AND-TALK
How can we ensure students are 

future-ready? What skills are 
necessary for them to become global 

citizens?



About Us

The Global Schools Program is an international 
education program and schools network in ~100 
countries. 

Our vision is to create a world where every student 
is equipped with the environmental and social 
knowledge, values, and skills to shape a prosperous 
and sustainable future.

Our mission is to support schools and educators 
with training, curriculum, and methodologies to 
integrate sustainable development into education. 

~2,200 INSTITUTIONS

107+ COUNTRIES

~400,000 STUDENTS 
ENGAGED

Recognized by:

~7 YEARS IN 
OPERATION



Global Schools Network

Network of 1.6M students in 100 countries
To date, we have reached 300,000+ students in active ESD projects, 41,000+ teachers 
and 100,000+ community members across 100+ countries.



Global Schools Mentor Program - 100 mentors 
provide guidance to ~350 educators in groups, 
following a step-by-step methodology and working 
together to build cross-collaborative school projects.

Professional Development - Monthly sessions for the 
Global Community, promoting school-to-school 
collaboration, virtual exchange, and sharing of best 
practices.

Global Schools Advocates Program - A 6-month 
teacher training program across our schools network 
that supports the integration of ESD in schools and 
promotes school-to-school projects.

Teacher Training



Schools for Goal 7 Program



UN at Your Doorstep 



A Global Education Priority

By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge 
and skills needed to promote sustainable development, 
including, among others, through education for 
sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, 
human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of 
peace and non-violence, global citizenship and 
appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s 
contribution to sustainable development.

Educators Guide

+ Pact for the Future

https://sites.google.com/view/mission47/home/educators-guide


Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is a WIN-WIN

According to hundreds of studies, ESD not only improves overall educational quality in schools, 
but it also equips students with skills to shape sustainable societies

Multi-Faceted Impact
Enhanced critical 

thinking and 
problem solving

Improved values on 
gender equality

Increased 
attendance rates

Improved conflict 
resolution 

skills

Knowledge gains 
across disciplines 

and exam 
performance

Better 
mental health

More motivation to 
learn

BUT
A global UNESCO survey of 58,000 teachers found that over 80% of teachers were interested in 
learning about ESD; however, over 50% faced challenges teaching it because they were not familiar 
with suitable pedagogies, and training opportunities did not exist. 



UNESCO Publication: 
Global Citizenship 

Education: Topics and 
Learning Objectives 

ESD FRAMEWORK

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000232993


How does AI intersect with Education 
for Sustainable Development and the 
SDGs?





Examples of AI

• Knowledge / Education → AI tools for language learning, tutoring, and research 
support.

• Values & Rules → Debates on AI ethics, privacy, and government use.
• Infrastructure → Smart cities, transport, and energy systems using AI.
• Economy → Automation changing job markets, new tech start-ups.
• Research / Science → AI in climate forecasting, water use, and health innovation.
• Climate → AI predicting extreme heat or floods.
• Resources & Energy → AI and data centers’ high energy and water consumption.
• Ecosystems → Monitoring desertification, water scarcity, and biodiversity.



Creating algorithms of rainforest 
sounds and using real-time data to 

combat deforestation and poaching.

Forest fire detection and 
early warning systems

AI Advancing medical 
research and data 

Traffic monitoring 
and road safety

Flood monitoring



AI and the Sustainable Development Goals

Vinuesa, R., Azizpour, H., Leite, I. et al. The role of artificial intelligence in achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals. Nat Commun 11, 233 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-019-14108-y



AI in Your Classroom

How are you already using AI in 
your classroom?

Hoover your phone over the QR code

Go to www.menti.com/alt37vdsozp5

Go to www.menti.com and put 1449 8723  

https://www.menti.com/alfexbw7439u




74% of teachers agree that school 
lesson plans should include 

materials that help students learn 
about the implications of AI 

(aiEDU, March 2024) 

93% of teachers believe that 
integrating AI literacy into their 
coursework will enhance student 

engagement (Adobe 2025)

Only 1 in 5 teachers feel equipped 
to use generative AI in classrooms 

and only 29% of teachers have 
received any professional training 

on AI (EdWeek, 2024)

Teachers’ Perceptions on AI

74% 93% 29%

26 %

74 %

7 %

93 %

71 %

29 %

https://www.aiedu.org/pulse
https://blog.adobe.com/en/publish/2025/01/22/creativity-with-ai-new-report-imagines-the-future-of-student-success
https://www.edweek.org/technology/teachers-desperately-need-ai-training-how-many-are-getting-it/2024/03


TURN-AND-TALK

Now with the emergence of AI, what skills are 

important for students to be future-ready? How 

can we use AI in the classroom to solve global 

challenges?



Skills needed in an AI world

• AI is changing the meaning of expertise and skills
⚬ 82% of leaders say employees will need new 

skills to be prepared for the growth of AI 
(Microsoft, May 2023).

• AI is shaping the future workforce
⚬ 22% of today’s jobs worldwide will change in 

just the next five years driven particularly by 
AI (World Economic Forum, 2026).

https://assets-c4akfrf5b4d3f4b7.z01.azurefd.net/assets/2023/09/e3227681-b882-4050-b201-a631431ad2a5-WTI_Will_AI_Fix_Work_060723.pdf
https://assets-c4akfrf5b4d3f4b7.z01.azurefd.net/assets/2023/09/e3227681-b882-4050-b201-a631431ad2a5-WTI_Will_AI_Fix_Work_060723.pdf
https://assets-c4akfrf5b4d3f4b7.z01.azurefd.net/assets/2023/09/e3227681-b882-4050-b201-a631431ad2a5-WTI_Will_AI_Fix_Work_060723.pdf


AI literacy represents the technical knowledge, durable 
skills, and future-ready attitudes required to thrive in a 
world influenced by AI. It enables learners to engage, create 
with, manage, and design AI, while critically evaluating its 
benefits, risks, and ethical implications. (OECD, EU, “AI 
Literacy Framework for Primary and Secondary 
Education” 2025).



UNESCO AI Competency Framework

AI Competency Framework for Students (UNESCO, 2024)

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000391105?posInSet=2&queryId=6f5dfab9-ec27-41d3-8883-f2cdc0548564


How can AI help students practice these skills?

The OECD Digital Education 

Outlook 2026 analyses emerging 

research “suggests GenAI can 

support learning when guided by 

clear teaching principles. However, if 

designed or used without pedagogical 

guidance, outsourcing tasks to GenAI 

simply enhances performance with no 

real learning gains.”



Brookings “A New Direction for Students in an AI World”

• Found that risks of AI outweigh the 
benefits
• Potential Outcome 1: AI will enrich 

learning experiences as long as it is 
part of a pedagogically sound 
approach.
• Potential Outcome 2: AI will diminish 

learning experiences as over-reliance 
on AI could but learning at risk. It 
could also risk social-emotional 
wellbeing, relationships between 
teachers and peers, and safety and 
privacy.



Benefits and Risks of AI In Education

Teach AI (2026) https://www.teachai.org/toolkit



Activity #1: Group Brainstorm

• How are AI or digital tools currently being explored at your school?

• How are ethical considerations taken into account in your school 

context?

• How can AI support or enhance student leadership and agency?



Classroom Examples
and Case-Studies



Example 1: AI Girls with Power Project (Türkiye)

Students’ 
confidence in using 
AI tools increased 

by 60%.

Sümeyye Kübra DAĞLI
Mentor, UN SDSN Global Schools Program, Türkiye



Example 2: Cultural Heritage and AI (UAE)

• Students select a renowned landmark or iconic site 

• Instruct students to select one of the 17 SDGs. They should select an 

SDG that significantly impacts their chosen landmark. For example, 

if their landmark is on the coast, they can select SDG 14.

• After choosing their landmark, students should choose from one of 

the following two scenarios:

⚬ Scenario 1: Visualize what the landmark might look like in ten 

years if their city, country, or region fails to address the chosen 

SDG.

⚬ Scenario 2: Envision how the landmark could evolve in ten 

years if their city, country, or region actively works towards 

achieving the SDGs.



Example 3: AI Ethics (Qatar)

• Who uses AI Daily?

• Brainstorm on the good vs. bad side of AI

• Explorations of AI’s intersections with 

the environment

⚬ Predicts extreme weather

⚬ Models climate change

⚬ Optimizes renewable energy

⚬ Detects water leaks

⚬ Sorts waste efficiently

• What ONE change in your AI habits will 

help the planet?



• Lesson 1: Environmental impact of using AI.

• Lesson 2: AI Biases - Students generated AI images 

on different accounts using the same prompt. 

Analyzes for biases. Thought about AI powered 

solutions to improve inclusivity in schools.

• Lesson 3: Copyright. Which art is AI generated?

• Lesson 4: Misinformation and disinformation.

• Lessons 5-6: Ethical Impacts of AI and Assessment.

Example 4: AI Ethics Unit (Germany)

AI Ethics Poster (Link)
Lesson Notes  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16-UW87NJDYDUBLqUhFb45xLCuOz67BFU/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108630349998678755713&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-cUCkrOb8GfgYNvrw2WWwoBs5Uj7irLU/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108630349998678755713&rtpof=true&sd=true


Taking It Back To Your 
Context



Activity #2 Applying AI in Classrooms

Opportunities Risks Ideas for Action



Prosper, Prepare, Protect Framework



Creating an AI Policy For Your School



Closing Activity
1.Individual: Write down one guiding principle that you will take 

forward when it comes to using AI in your school (5 minutes).

2.Group: Share the guiding principles



Taking forward AI in schools

What is one principle you will 
take forward on AI in schools?

Hoover your phone over the QR code

Go to www.menti.com/alt37vdsozp5

Go to www.menti.com and put 3547 5391

https://www.menti.com/alu2qydqzi17




Key Take-Aways from the Workshop

• ESD equips students to navigate complexity and act as responsible global citizens.

• AI is reshaping work, learning, and society, making ethical judgment and critical 

thinking essential skills.

• Schools play a key role in helping students question, shape, and lead in an AI-influenced 

world.

• Educators around the world are already advancing this work through diverse, locally 

grounded practices.

• As you leave, keep asking yourself: how the learning experiences in your school are 

empowering students not just to use new technologies, but to lead with responsibility, 

values, and global awareness in a rapidly changing world.



Thank you!

globalschoolsprogram.org @globalschoolsprogram

CONTACT amanda.abrom@unsdsn.org



TYPES OF AI

• Predictive AI tools, such as streaming service recommendations and online shopping 
recommendations, use data about past behaviors to identify patterns and forecast things we might 
want or do in the future. For example, they can analyze patterns in student data to forecast 
outcomes such as being on track for graduation. 

• Generative AI tools, such as large language models, are trained on massive amounts of data to 
recognize patterns and relationships between words, images, sounds, code, etc. They use those 
relationships to generate new, original outputs customized to users' prompts.

• Agentic AI tools, such as scheduling assistants,  can operate autonomously to pursue goals and carry 
out tasks. They don’t just analyze or generate information; they act on it.  For example, a scheduling 
assistant might proactively rearrange students’ study plans or automatically coordinate parent-
teacher conferences based on real-time changes. Agentic AI tools are continuously trained on new 
information, update their strategies, and autonomously take further actions, closing the loop 
between “intelligence” and “action.”



Students AI Use



Lesson Planning Framework




